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the other hand, imagined that the 1844 conversations had produced a new political system. 'The English cabinet has entered a new road/' Brunnow wrote to Nesselrode on December 3, 1844, N.S. "It has taken it as a rule to have an understanding with Russia before concerting with the other courts of Europe. This system . . . only dates from the month of June of this year." If Brunnow had some misgivings as to how the agreement would work in practice, it was to Aberdeen merely one "of mutual expression of opinion" in no way binding on his successors. Palmerston, who returned to the foreign office in 1846, would seem to have held a similar view, as did the subsequent British ministers of foreign affairs. For this curious misunderstanding Aberdeen and his colleagues share the responsibility with Nicholas and Nesselrode.
The severance of the Anglo-French entente cordiale, as a consequence of the quaint incident of the "Spanish marriages" (1846) and Palmerston's anger with Louis Philippe, favored the rapprochement between England and the eastern Powers. Palmerston had protested with utmost vigor in 1836, when the tiny republic of Cracow, which was regarded by the Holy Alliance as a center of subversive Polish agitation, was occupied by the allied troops. Ten years later Metter-nich, with the connivance of Russia and in violation of the Treaty of Vienna, annexed Cracow, but the formal protest of London was, in Palmerston's own words, "as civil and moderate" as it could be made. Nesselrode was justified in saying that the ease with which the annexation of Cracow was accomplished "surpasses my expectations." On the eve of the revolution of 1848 the isolation of France, one of the chief objects of Nicholas's policy, was largely achieved.
THE REVOLUTION OF 1848
The French revolution of February, 1848, which terminated the reign of Louis Philippe, spread like wildfire over the continent of Europe, led to the establishment of constitutional regimes in Austria and Prussia, and gave a strong stimulus to the movements for national liberation among the Italians, Hungarians, Poles, Czechs, Rumanians, and the Irish. Unlike its numerous predecessors, the revolution of 1848 had a distinct proletarian and socialist character: early in that year Marx and Engels published the Communist Manifesto, which seventy years later was to exercise so profound an influence on the destinies of Russia.